
From Fr. Melvin:  As we have endured much sacrifice and patience, I wanted to take some special in 

my spirited series of my Sabbatical, 2017.  We enter Part 3 on St. Paul Outside the Walls, Papal Basili-

ca.  Now we enter these hallowed doors to see an illumination of faith imbedded in Biblical teaching of 

the Apostle Paul and the historical writers of the 1st century.  Like the outside of this grand basilica, the 

photos convey part of the rich detail which the text Procedamus in Pace (my Sabbatical guide) helps fill 

in the historical background in the period following Paul’s martyrdom.  Under siege by the Saracens 

(an army of plunderers) in 847, the basilica was to undergo reconstruction.  Pope John VIII soon took 

charge and ordered the placement of various structured defenses around the basilica.  By 1073, Pope 

Gregory VII supported the effort of a Benedictine Monastery thereby establishing a religious network 

that would introduce spiritual renewal and vocation.  Following years of peace and growth, history took 

a turn when the church building was in need of repair and renovation.  Additionally, Pope Eugene IV 

sought out ways to pattern revitalization and reform of the monastery.  Then, the inevitable happened—

FIRE—on July 15, 1823, when workers could not control where their work began—on the roof.  The 

damage was extensive from the entrance area throughout the nave to the sanctuary. 

Pope Leo XII took to the task with a worldwide appeal. 

Donations and gifts came from the Russian Tsar, Egypt, 

and the Italian government.  In 1840, the consecration of 

the restored transept (near the nave) took place with the  

nave being finished by 1854, in time for the declaration 

Of the Immaculate Conception.  [123] 

 

How blessed to see how this basili-

ca was restored yet preserved with 

the tomb of St. Paul, his chain of 

imprisonment, ancient works, stat-

ues, paintings, and much more 

here.  Our first photo is the eye-

opening interior of the nave.  Gold 

is the color and truly illuminates 

this vast appearance while captur-

ing your eyes from the ceiling, an-

cient columns to the marble floor.  

Ornate or elaborate decoration de-

tails the heavenly ceiling; perhaps 

the visual of looking up or to the 

heavens was the intention of such 

beautiful ceilings, even recalling 

earlier columns I featured.  Now, 

we will zoom closer from this pho-

to to the next.  



 

 

In the second photo, we view what was 

seen to the far upper mid-right of the first 

photo to a more detailed section of what is 

clearly evident. Notice above the columns 

are the Popes of the Roman Catholic 

Church. From this view, Pope Francis ap-

pears illuminated from his predecessors to 

the right with St. John Paul II, John Paul I, 

Sts. Paul VI, and barely visible, John 

XXIII. Look closely to the other side of 

Francis, and it is blank—who will be that 

next Pope?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the third photo, I take you near the 

High Altar with its architectural spire 

and just below it is the Tomb of St. 

Paul (upcoming in Part 4). Look to the 

right and one of our priests stands ad-

miring the 12th century Easter Candle-

stick! Thankfully, it was rescued from 

that fateful fire mentioned above. The 

golden mosaic in the background re-

veals Jesus Christ, our Lord and Sav-

ior holding the book of the Word, 

flanked by His disciples Sts. Paul and 

Luke on His right, and Sts. Peter and 

Andrew on His left.  May Sts. Peter 

and Paul pray for us as my prayers 

are with you daily.  


